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MALAK HILAL
BLUESTOCKING IN MELEE
In a box beneath my bed
To the wall in my room
Do you remember my room?
Where that Beatles poster you gave me
Hung with one of its corners unpinned
It still hangs up there
Right above the box
That holds your poems
That you didn’t write
But they were your poems
Because they just weren’t mine
With all the pieces you took
I’'m surprised | even write
About how one day | was a whole
Trenched in your space but still a whole
As entire as a forest and you were the lake

But water was fresher, so | let it rain

A



And shortly you were everywhere
And | had no one to blame

For the clouds because | forgot
Amid what they came

You were set free from your mere
Somewhere in the ether,
Everywhere in the ether!

| just lingered there,

Soaked wet in your spirit .

But a rainbow was to come .

A rainbow has to come,

So at least | know you're there .
Except when the clouds loitered for a couple more days,
My leaves turned orange

And brown and grey .

So fall came along

And | cursed yesterday

When it was September

And you took it away

AV



When summer was a love note

And you cleared off its letters

But kept the greetings

And your signature lines

Well what do you know?

A stranger finds a message .

He said “l found it in a canoe, somewhere in your lake”
| held back some tears and said it wasn’t mine

“But your name’s right there

On that very first line ”

“Don’t you see you fool?

That message was erased

In a canoe that’s gotten leaky

In attempts to bring the days

When it heard the faint whispers

And laughter of people so in love

Don’t you see me in my fall?

Isn’t withering just enough?!”

The man leaves in despair

AE



As | wonder in my autumn

And paint my walls brown

Like my leaves where | caught them ;
The colors of your absence .

In my room ,

Do you remember my room ?

Where that Beatles poster you gave me
Hung with one of its corners unpinned,
In front of the couch you liked so much
“It’'s uncomfortable but | see you better from here”
As | sat on my bed

And read you your poems

That you didn’t write

But they were your poems

Because they’re still not mine .
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